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Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum

Letter from the President

The Speak ng TrumpeT
July/August/September 2010

Content Highlights

Hingham 375th Anniversary Celebration Edition

So, it was almost the summer of 2010, and I thought that there wasn’t 
going to be much to keep us busy at the museum. Was I ever wrong. 
You all know about being busy, we all have those family things that 
have to be done—some of them over and over again. There are the Kids 
to ferry around, the grass to cut, cars to wash, house keeping to do, 
chickens to tend, and did someone say “Let’s Have a Barn Sale”? But, it 
all gets done.  

 Well when I wasn’t looking a bunch of those things just popped up to be done at 
the museum. We were on vacation when the spring Barn Sale and Annual Meeting came 
around,  but that didn’t hinder you all from doing another great sale and from having 
a good meeting and ice cream social. And there it was, the grass needed mowing, thanks 
to a busy member, it got done.  
 Now someone had a brainstorm that the 1850s era horse drawn ladder truck 
needed to be excavated and made ready for the July 4th parade. No easy task, as it has 
been buried in the back of building 52 for years. It couldn’t just be driven out of 
the corner—the entire warehouse had to be rearranged, but it got done. We couldn’t 
just put a piece in the parade, we had to make a production—trucks and trailers had 
to secured, apparatus had to be moved and prepared, signs made, people enlisted to 
help, etc.  It got done. Oh and did I mention, that darn grass is growing again and we 
disturbed a lot of dust. Stop what you are doing and do some house keeping, and then 
back to the parade preparation.  It got—well you know! The parade was a blast for all 
the members that were able to take part.  We had our Honor Guard and Flag Bearers, 
the fl oat with the 1700s Bucket Brigade, the 1800s pumping engine (the Extinguisher), 
the hose wagon, and the horse drawn ladder truck (no horse), and of course our fl eet 
of 1900s era motorized pieces.  
 Put it all away, but don’t bury it, we had an open house coming up—the museum’s 
part of the Hingham’s year-long 375th anniversary celebration. Time to show off 
some of our beautiful apparatus, again. But wait, that dust has settled and the grass 
hasn’t. We got it done. On a gorgeous day, we lined up the horse drawn ladder, the 
City Service Ladder, the 1941 Aeriel Ladder, The Maxim and Fox pumping engines, and 
the little hand pumper, and a few hundred visitors later, we put it all away again, but 
not before we had a well enjoyed Cookout.  
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Board Members
Elected Offi cers

President
  Dave Clark

Vice President
  Jack Crandall
Past President
  Robin Bernan

Treasurer
  Lisa Andre

Clerk
  Geri Duff
Directors

  Russell Clark
  Jaclyn Howard
  Donald Lincoln

Appointed Offi cers
Building 52 Manager 

& Curator
  Bob Stella

Barn Sale Manager
  Geri Duff

Board meetings are 
held on the second 
Tuesday of each
month and are open to 
all museum members. 
If you are planning on 
attending, please 
check with a board 
member as the location 
of the meeting 
can vary. Meetings 
start at 7:30 PM

Around the Museum
4th of July 2010

 But then, say is that about 30 kids getting off the 
day camp school bus for a tour of the museum? Yep, they 
came and we enjoyed the half-day visit. The kids are fun. Of 
course, you know what had to be done after they departed 
for their next adventure, more house keeping. Is there a 
theme here? 
 Don’t blink, it is time to get ready for the Bare Cove 
Park End of Summer Road Race. We did a mini repeat of the 
open house event,  including dusting & cleaning, and, oh 
yeah, the grass. I thought we were done, but “Hello, why 
sure we will be happy to bring an engine and some members 
in uniform,”  to the 375th Anniversary fi nal event, being 
held to honor the  9/11 victims. So we did, and it was an out-
standing day at the bathing beach.  
 A lot of hard work, but also an awful lot of fun, BUT 
WAIT, talk about fun, the New England Fire Mechanics Asso-
ciation is here for a meeting. This turned out to be about 50 
fi re engine loving men, who came to play. They looked every-
thing over and under in both buildings, and a few had to 
have a ride on the Fox. I’m not sure who had the better day 
the guests or the hosts. As goes the saying, “Boys and Their 
Toys.”
 At long last summer is over, but did someone say 
“Let’s Have a Barn Sale”? Yes she did—October 2, 2010, the 
beginning of fall at the BCFM, and that grass!!
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Thanks to all participants!
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Around the Museum
Open House
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Upcoming Events
Semi-Annual Barn Sale Sat. October 2, 2010

The next Barn Sale for the Bare Cove Fire Museum will be October 2nd, 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. We have many interesting and varied items for sale. We still have the large 
1930 Hotpoint stove, the gas fi replace inset, a liquor cabinet (empty) and two couches. 
Barn work nights are every Wednesday at 7:30 until the day of the sale.
 Donations of items for sale are always welcome and may be brought to building #52 
any Wednesday night or the day of the sale. Anyone that helps out the day of the sale 
gets free Coffee and donut holes to start and pizza for lunch. 

We need people to put the little signs out the day of the sale. We need help on the 
sales fl oor and to carry awkward items to customer’s vehicles during the day. 

If you cannot help Saturday, just drop by and visit with us at the Barn. This sale helps 
keep the museum running and all donations tax deductible so be sure to ask for our 
own donation acknowledgment form.

Wednesday nights, 7:30 - 9:00
 Pricing and Sorting: Sept 29

Thursday morning dump runs: Sept 30

October 2 Barn Sale Saturday 
1) Prep work starts at 8:00 AM
2) Bring Box o’ Joe & donut holes
3) Put out street signs
4) Sale starts at 9:00 AM
5) Need help with customers
6) Do a 11:00 AM bank deposit
7) Send out for pizza
8) Street signs come in 2:00 PM 
9) Dump runs start in afternoon
10) Sale over at 2:00 PM
11) Chase the customers out by 3:00 PM and close doors

Always need help picking up donations and making deliveries of the larger items let 
Geri know if you are available. Geri will be available for daytime pricing and sorting, 
if anyone is interested –call her at 781-749-7664.

Firehouse Night Sat. Novemeber 6, 2010

Information on this year’s Firehouse Night is forthcoming. Hope to see you there!
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Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting May 11, 2010

Meeting called to order:  7:30 PM

In attendance: Dave Clark, Lisa Andre, Russell Clark, Robin Bernan, Jaclyn Howard, 
Jack Crandall, Don Lincoln and Geri Duff 

Clerk’s report: The minutes of the April 13th meeting were read and accepted.

Vice President Crandall reported that the membership has 80+ paid members.

There was nothing new to report from the Curator.

Equipment & property status: President Clark spoke about the restoration of Engine 
3, the Bunny Wagon. He reported that the seats and a few small pieces of the truck 
were given to John Thomas to start the painting process. He said that John Thomas is 
concerned about the current primer and the appearance of some dings and dents that 
may affect the quality of the paint job and this may need to be corrected.

President Clark mentioned that there appears to be wormwood beetles in Building 
#52. A museum member has volunteered to look into the matter and Pres. Clark will 
report back to the board on his fi ndings.

Treasurer Andre‘s Report was received and accepted. 

The Firewood Derby was a small success. After some discussion it was decided not to 
host another until such time as new volunteers step forward to organize and run the 
event.

Treasurer Andre reported that the roof replacement project was approved by Hingham 
Town Meeting and she is awaiting advice from Andrea Young of the Historic Commission 
as to the next step in the process.

Treasurer Andre reported that the sales of raffl e tickets got off to a good start and 
handed out tickets to board members to sell. The raffl e will be held on July 24th at 
the end of the museum open house at 3 PM.

Weekend openings were discussed. As spring and summer progress we hope to have be-
tween 2 and 3 volunteers on hand to welcome visitors Sunday afternoons. Duff, Ber-
nan and Andre have volunteered to open the museum Sunday afternoon, May 16, from 1 
to 3 if the weather is good.

Saturday, June 12 hopefully we will have access to the Old Central Fire House on 
Short Street to display fi re trucks, photos and memorabilia during the Hingham His-
torical Society’s House Tour. This is also the same day as the Flag Day Parade in Quin-
cy. The trucks need to be in Quincy by 6:30 PM.
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Sunday, June 13, Engine 2, the Ahrens-Fox is requested for the Firefi ghter’s Sunday at 
Hingham Fire Headquarters. It is also the 75th anniversary of the original delivery of 
this piece.

Geri Duff reports that the preparation for the June 5th Barn Sale is on track. 

The Parade Committee has proposed a number of fl oats for the July 4th/375th Parade 
in Hingham and will present this at the Annual Meeting.

As President Clark is not available, Robin Bernan will chair the annual meeting, at 
the end of which is the Ice Cream Social.

It was voted to include the notice of the Annual Meeting in the newsletter.
There was discussion about the newsletter. It will be reviewed by the Board prior to 
printing and include only the minutes that have been approved by board vote.

The museum provided chairs and tables for the dedication of the Steve Carlson fi elds 
on May 1st.

Don Lincoln reported that the Hingham Institute for Savings has stared prep work 
for their new addition. Hopefully the museum will be able to secure the old fi re bell 
from them for display.

There was some discussion about providing a display on the outside of the building 
for the general public. This will be looked into.

The meeting ended at 9:00 PM. The next Board meeting will be at 7:30 pm, September 
14th at the Bare Cove Fire Museum.

The next Museum event is June 9th, the Annual Meeting. 

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the
Board of Directors Meeting June 9, 2010

The Annual Meeting of the Bare Cove Fire Museum was called to order at 1945 hours 
by Past President Robin Bernan when it was established a quorum was present as 
required by the bylaws and according to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. 

After welcoming everyone in attendance, Past President Bernan asked for a moment of 
silence for those members who are no longer with us.

Voted: To accept the minutes of the June 2009 meeting.
Voted: The Treasurer’s report was read and accepted.
Voted: The Vice President’s report on membership was accepted.



Newsletter of the Bare Cove Fire Museum Page 9

For the Curator it was reported that several donations were made to the collection 
from visitors including engine parts and photographs.

The Mechanics report was given by Russell Clark. The Maxim ladder and the Ahrens 
fox Pumper are running well. The bulk of the work this year was done on Engine 3.
The Barn Sale report was given by Geri Duff. 

Jaclyn Howard reported that the Town of Hingham is celebrating it’s 375th birthday 
and the plan is to have several museum pieces and fl oats in the 4th of July parade this 
year under the heading of “History of Firefi ghting on Parade.”

Lisa Andre reported that the Bare Cove Fire Museum has been awarded $252,000 for 
building restoration from the Community Preservation Act by the people of the Town 
of Hingham. She will continue with the project.

The following were placed in nomination:  President: Dave Clark, Vice President: Jack 
Crandall, Past President: Robin Bernan, Treasurer: Lisa Andre, Clerk: Geri Duff, 
Director at Large: Jaclyn Howard, Director at Large: Donald Lincoln. There being no 
nominations from the fl oor, the Clerk, Geri Duff was instructed to cast one vote for 
each. Director at Large Joyce Olsen and Director at Large Russell Clark will have 
their terms ending in June of 2011.

It was voted not to participate in the Hingham Historical Society’s House tour due to 
the short notice given on the use of number eight Short Street.

A motion from the fl oor requested the Board to purchase a lawn mower. Don Lincoln 
volunteered to procure one at no cost which was accepted from the membership by 
voice vote.

The meeting adjourned at 2013 hours. Respectfully submitted, Geri Duff, Clerk.

The sign in sheet lists:
Robin Bernan

Jaclyn Howard
Shawn Bernan
Victor Bernan
Rick Pegurri
Russell Clark
Jack Crandall
Geri Duff
Hank Thornton
Tracy Duff
Jack McGrath

Mark Duff
Lisa Andre
Andrew Addoms III
Jim McCann 
Brendan Howard
Herbert B. Fulton
Wayne Dennis
Mike Olsen
Donald Lincoln
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Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the

Special Board of Directors Meeting August 25, 2010

Meeting called to order:  7:41 PM

In attendance: Dave Clark, Russ Clark, Jack Crandall, Lisa Andre, Robin Bernan, Ja-
clyn Howard and Geri Duff

August Board of Directors Meeting called to complete four items of business.

President Dave Clark asked that the board review and decide whether or not to con-
tinue the construction of a dividing wall in building #52. It was voted to continue the 
project

Treasurer Lisa Andre requested instructions on how to proceed with the Endowment 
Fund.

Discussion followed in regards to the Community Preservation Committee

The meeting ended at 8:01 PM.

Bare Cove Fire Museum Selected Minutes from the 

Board of Directors Meeting September 15, 2010

Meeting called to order:  7:35 PM

In attendance: Dave Clark, Russ Clark, Robin Bernan, Jaclyn Howard, Lisa Andre and 
Geri Duff

The minutes from the May and August meetings were read and accepted.

Curator’s Report: The BCFM recently received a gift from Dick Kenney of ten 8x10 
glass negatives of all the motorized Hingham Fire Companies in the 1920’s. Mike Crow-
ley of Weymouth fi re donated a four volume set of The History of Hingham and a copy 
of Hingham in the Civil War. 

The furnaces were cleaned earlier today and the chimney caps have been ordered and 
will be installed at a later date.

President Clark reported that all rolling stock is running well for the moment and 
the ladder truck will need a new battery shortly. Also, President Clark will be get-
ting in touch with Jeff Thomas to discuss the painting of the Bunny Wagon.
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Weekend openings on the third Sunday of the month will continue until November 
21. They will be re evaluated and possibly continued in the new year. 

The Board voted not to install a mailbox on the exterior of the building at this time.

The Barn Sale will be October 2, from 9 AM to 2 PM.

President Clark received a letter of resignation from Joyce Olsen effective Septem-
ber 1, 2010. She doesn’t have the time right now to do the job as she would like. 

The board was instructed to get all materials to Tracy for inclusion in the next 
newsletter as soon as possible as this will be placed in the Town of Hingham’s Time 

Capsule.

The Board Voted to have a Firehouse November 6th.  Several topics were discussed. 
Hopefully Bob Stella will have enough material from the past year to produce a 
fi lm of assorted fi res and mayhem.

Lisa Andre will update the Board on the costs of the Rotary Phone book at the next 
meeting. Other advertising options were discussed.

The South shore Model railway Club will have an open house on October 23 from 9 
AM to 4 PM. The Museum will be soliciting members to staff the building for 2 hour 
increments that day.

President Clark sent a letter to John Tramontana’s wife listing the people who gave 
the Museum donation in memory of him.

The Boston Amateur Radio Club had such a successful Field Day this past June that 
they wish to return on June 25 and 26 of 2011.

The New Member packet is still a work in progress.

Galen Hersey signed the Troop 52 Charter for the Bare Cove Fire Museum and will 
report to the Board on the Troop’s Activities. 

The meeting ended at 9:00 PM.
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Membership
Interested in becoming a member or renewing a membership? 
Please see our Web site for an application. Make checks payable 
to  the Bare Cove Fire Museum, PO Box 262, Hingham, MA 02043.

       Membership $35
       Family Member (No Voting Priviledges) $15
       Lifetime Member $500 (May be paid $100/year over 5 years)

Donations
The museum always welcomes donations in any amount to 
help with our day-to-day expenses, along with our ongoing 
projects. 

       $25.00                  $50.00
       $100.00                Other

781.749.0028    Www.Barecovefi remusum.Org     45 Bare Cove Park Drive, Hingham, MA
PO Box 262, Hingham, MA, 02043

Open free to the public every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Congradulations to Christine Sommers 
for winning thw quilt raffl e.

Odds & Ends

The museum welcomed Dolly’s Nursery 
School on July 23rd for a tour. 


